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Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Sacred Heart,

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

This year as we present our Capital Campaign 
magazine of projects, both completed and those we 
are planning, I simply wish to thank all of you who 
support St. Mary’s Academy and College. So many of 
you generously respond to our constant appeals—at 
Christmas, then in the spring during our students’ 
fundraiser, and now in the summer for this annual 
campaign. Without your support, we could not 
continue to fulfill our mission.

Every year we take further strides to make 
our campus more beautiful, safe, and effective for 
Catholic education, because truth and beauty always 
go together— for beauty is “the glow of the true and 
the good irradiating from every ordered state of being” 
(Josef Pieper: An Anthology 83).  A place as dedicated 
to conveying the truth as SMAC cannot be allowed 
to crumble and fall into disrepair. Furthermore, a 
campus that is well-managed and maintained is an 
important apologetic for our work. 

We also have the duty to be good stewards of the 
material possessions that we own. In a spirit of true 
poverty, Archbishop Lefebvre asked his priests always 
to take care of the things that the faithful make great 
sacrifices to donate and to preserve. 

Thank you for your trust and support and be 
assured of the frequent prayers and Masses that we 
offer for our friends and benefactors in return.

New landscaping around Bellarmine, including stamped-cement walkways and picnic tables, has created a 
pleasant outdoor study and recreation area for the girls.



The Bellarmine Annex will be the first newly constructed classroom 
building on campus since 1925.
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Bellarmine Annex Update

Last year’s capital campaign Crusader focused 
primarily on the planned expansion of the Girls’ 

School.  Our commitment to this essential project 
remains, but our timeline has been necessarily 
extended because of emergent work—another 
burst water main up the hill this winter—and the 
requirement from the district that we have all 
the money needed for the project on hand before 
construction can begin.  We have revisited plans for 
the space and decreased costs as much as possible by 
reducing the addition’s footprint while retaining all 
of the functionality detailed in last year’s appeal.

Though the Bellarmine Annex itself will not 
immediately be rising from the ground as our new 
Immaculata is, we will continue to make steady 
and significant 
progress on this next 
milestone Academy 
project.  As with 
all major work on 
campus, the Girls’ 
School expansion 
is integrated with 
other portions of 
the Master Plan. 
Construction of 
the building itself 
may not begin for 
a number of years 
but supporting 
components of the 
Annex are already 
works-in-progress.  
Problems with water 
mains have initiated, 
ahead of schedule, 
improvements of 
the water supply and 
drainage systems to 
support the Annex.  
The expansion of 

the drop-off and pick-up zone with new crosswalks 
and bus parking on the lower campus which begins 
this year will be followed by a new bridge across 
College Creek and the re-routing of the road up to 
Bellarmine, along with other infrastructure work in 
subsequent years.  The Bellarmine hill water tower 
will be removed, PE fields added to “the glen,” and 
electrical upgrades completed in anticipation of 
the new construction.  Each of these major tasks 
represents another step forward in the orchestrated 
effort to expand Bellarmine.

Until we have sufficient funds to break ground, 
the current tolerable but imperfect Academy 
configuration will remain, with the 1st and 2nd grade 
girls down the hill and kindergarten and 1st grade 

boys housed on the 
first floor of the 
high school.  We 
will find room for 
one more classroom 
to accommodate 
the shift to full-day 
kindergarten by 
re-assigning spaces 
within McCabe, 
but after that we 
will have exhausted 
capacity on the 
lower campus.  
Hence, for both 
practical and 
principled reasons 
we hope to move 
forward as quickly 
as possible with 
the Bellarmine 
Annex and achieve 
the separation of 
schools so beneficial 
to focused Catholic 
education.   
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The existing west lot.
The design of the west lot with a safer, more 
efficient drop-off/pick-up zone.

West Parking Lot Improvements

The first phase of constructing the Bellarmine 
Annex is the extension of the west parking lot 

and drop-off zone as well as the upgrade of the road 
behind the auditorium, Suarez Drive.  An extensive 
project that will be budgeted for several summers, it 
not only involves modifying Suarez Drive, but also 
requires adding a two-lane road from Gideon’s Way to 
Mission St., a new bridge over College Creek, drop-
off zones, and parking near Miege Field for spectators 
and for buses.  These improvements will continue the 
task begun several years ago when the west lot zone 

was created for student safety and efficient traffic 
control.

This summer the current 220 ft. drop-off zone 
will be extended to 340 ft., to maximize safety and 
efficiency by allowing multiple vehicles to stop for 
students at the same time.  A new footbridge over the 
creek at the north end of the lot will enable students 
to access the drop-off zone without competing with 
automobile traffic.  The small stone building at the 
north end of the lot will be removed.

Pictures are clipped and edited from Google Maps.



4

Several members of the Knights of the Immaculata constructed the brick floor and stone wall as a patio on the north end 
of The Shed.

A recent addition to the lower campus, the back 
patio of the Knights’ Shed is an outward display 

of the continuation of the project initiated by Fr. 
Bourbeau ten years ago. As the reconstruction of the 
old crumbling storage barn was in progress, becoming 
more and more distinguishable as a functioning 
building, Fr. Bourbeau repeatedly emphasized that 
it should forever be called “The Shed,” so no one 
would forget what it was in the beginning. Just as 
exterior improvements foster and make visible the 
increasingly ordered interior, the enhancement of The 

Upgrading "The Shed" Reflects Knights' Commitment to Sodality

Shed reflects the interior development and forging 
of the sodalities. The addition of the patio to The 
Shed is important on the material level because that 
area had become a detraction to the beauty of lower 
campus. On a much higher level, the ambitious and 
laborious undertaking to continue transforming the 
crumbling barn into a beautiful building represents 
the commitment and devotion to duty, necessary 
now, to rebuild a crumbling society, one brick at a 
time, for our Queen and Mother.

Thomas Awerkamp, SMA '21
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The Immaculata Challenge Results

Boys Participating: 177 Days of the Challenge: 38

Masses: 2,359
Daily Sacrifice: 1,605

Spiritual Reading: 262 hours 
Running: 2,473.3 miles 

Pushups: 280,901 
Air Squats: 90,685 

Standing Lunges: 76,217 
Situps: 73,706 

Pullups: 40,779 
Burpees: 33,396

An article in the April 2021 Crusader newsletter reported that the SMA boys, grades 7-12 were conducting 
the Immaculata Challenge to benefit the construction of the new church by offering up spiritual works 

and physical penances specifically designated each week.  One hundred and seventy-seven boys participated 
in the event that started at the beginning of Lent and continued until Holy Week.
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2020 Projects in Review
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A New Roof for the College Building

Rainwater in the attic 
led to the inspection 

of the roof of the College 
building.  Evidently, a July 
hailstorm had significantly 
damaged the shingles 
which were replaced by a 
new metal roof.  

Roof-damaging hailstones in the 
July storm were as large as golf 
balls.
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De La Salle Hall

Re-purposing of the old Academy boys’ 
dorm recreation area into a multi-

function room with a new sound system, 
projection capability, and climate control 
has made the space directly above McCabe 
theater both comfortable and highly versatile.  
Named for the patron saint of teachers, De 
La Salle Hall is used for a wide range of 
activities from faculty social gatherings, music 
classes, and house competitions, to school 
retreats and parish days of recollection.  Final 
renovations to the west side of the top level 
of McCabe will complete its bottom-to-top 
transformation that has taken place over the 
last several years, providing a new music space 
upstairs and freeing up the last classroom we 
need on the ground level for the expansion to 
all-day kindergarten in both schools.De La Salle Hall served as the chapel during the annual student 

retreats.
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Refurbished Kiosk on Our Lady's Circle

With donations from the 
class of 2020, the weather-

beaten kiosk on Our Lady’s 
Circle was rebuilt on the original 
foundation laid by former 
campus stonemason Hans Van 
Wamel.

Before Reconstruction

After Reconstruction
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SMA teacher, Miss Bridget Bryan, SMA ’05 and SMC ’10, painted the watercolor map of the campus, which is 
displayed in the kiosk on Our Lady’s Circle, along with historical information about St. Mary’s Academy and College.
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Restoring Building Envelopes

Last summer, building envelope 
repair began at the convent 

where the framework of the gable was 
replaced with new wood, and holes 
between the bricks were caulked.  
Work on the building envelopes will 
continue.

Before Repairs

After Repairs
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Landscaping Beautifies Campus

Our Lady’s Circle, the College 
building, Bellarmine Hall, and 

the parking areas are just a few of 
the sites on campus that have been 
improved with new landscaping 
designed by the local company, 
ValleyScapes, and maintained by 
our grounds’ crew.
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New Workout Facility

Renovations of the old weight room into a vastly improved 
workout space, designed primarily to house SMA CrossFit, 

has enabled us to offer a new benefit for priests, faculty, and 
students.  Initial introductory CrossFit classes for teachers began 
late last summer, and regular workout sessions with our in-house 
staff of CF Level 1 and 2 coaches have been offered throughout 
the academic year.  “Box” members have several opportunities 
each week to build health, fitness, and camaraderie, strengthening 
body, mind, and soul.

After Construction

Under Construction
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Re-Purposing the Old Milk Barn

The former maintenance building along Gideon's 
Way is now the Facilities Department headquarters 

with new offices for maintenance, safety and security, and 
operations personnel, as well as for campus shipping and 
receiving.  Carpentry, along with construction, and metal 
fabrication have been moved to what once was the milk 
barn, which by winter will also be home to the mechanic 
and grounds shops.

New Carpentry Shop

New Paint Shop
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Girls' School Playground

In 2019 new playground equipment was erected for the Boys' School just 
east of the convent, and plans were already in place for a playground set 

for the girls.  Last summer the old slide, swings, and other equipment were 
removed and sold.  When the girls arrived for the opening of the 2020-2021 
academic year, there were new slides, monkey bars, swings, and more.  Oak 
and maple trees have been planted nearby to provide shade for the playground.

Former Playground

Current Playground
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2021 Projects

Old Dorm, New Purpose: Crypt Chapel

From 1978, when the Society purchased the St. 
Mary's property, until 2020 the first floor of 

Suarez Hall served as a dormitory, first for the girls 
and then for the boys.  When the dorm closed plans 
for Suarez were already in the works:  a crypt chapel, 
polishing and robing rooms for the altar boys, and 
public restrooms.

Before the dorm's closure, the crypt chapel had 
been planned for the basement of Coppens, but 
the ever-increasing student population necessitated 
renovation of that space into art classrooms for the 

Boys’ School.  With the closure of the dorm, the 
space made available in Suarez, which is separated by 
a single wall from the sacristy, is the ideal location for 
the crypt chapel.  There will be direct access to the 
sacristy and enough additional space to add polishing 
and robing rooms.

Public restrooms will also be added to the first 
floor, and the main stairway of Suarez will become 
the principal means of accessing the SMA spirit shop 
on the second floor, De La Salle Hall, and McCabe 
Theatre. 

Redesign plan for the first floor of Suarez Hall.
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Grounds Shed to Green Space

The grounds building located north of the site of the 
old Immaculata will be razed, and the entire area will 

be landscaped as a  recreation area for the Girls' School.  
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Courtyard Repair

For many years the courtyard between the College 
building and Canisius Hall provided a small 

recollection area for the priests.  Drainage problems ruined 
the concrete flooring that will be replaced this summer to 
restore the area for the priests.
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Thank you for your continuing support!  
Without it we could not fulfill 

our mission in Catholic education.



St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc. 
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu


