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Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Sacred Heart,

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Almost one hundred years ago, an educator once 
stated: “So long as we labor under the illusion that 
education is nothing more than a matter of  formal 
classroom recitation, or, worse still, merely a more 
or less mechanical going over a prescribed number 
of  text-books, we shall be satisfied with coeducation 
in the high school. But the moment we admit that 
education is something more than this, that it is in 
fact the development of  the whole man, a process 
equipping individuals with the ideals and training 
needful for the performance of  their individual and 
social duties, we are bound to see that it is well-
nigh impossible to fulfill the task in a coeducational 
school.”

Indeed, the development of  the whole man-
including all the faculties of  his immortal soul-
is the goal, as the Church teaches.  Pope Pius XI, 
in his encyclical on Catholic formation, says that 
coeducation is founded upon naturalism and the 
denial of  original sin. The deplorable state of  modern 
education promotes the unfettered mingling of  the 
sexes in the classroom and at social events, with all the 
consequent emotional turmoil this interaction causes 
in the students. Keeping young men and women 
separate does not promote an unnatural or unhealthy 
regard for each other, rather, it frees both boys and 
girls from unnecessary distractions, peer pressure, 
and stress, all of  which are counter-productive, 
particularly in an educational environment.   The 

single sex school allows students to grow into young 
men and women equipped with the virtues needed 
for life, before they are thrust together with members 
of  the opposite sex, who, by design, are attractive 
(and therefore distracting) to them.   The last thing 
adolescent boys and girls need is social and emotional 
confusion during a time when their own nature is a 
great mystery to them.

We prize the separate formation that we give to 
our male and female students at St. Mary’s Academy 
and want to do all that we can to make each school 
distinct, even though they are co-located on one large 
campus.    A guest of  the Academy, who was not used 
to the idea of  separation of  the sexes, after visiting 
one of  the girls’ school classes, commented that it 
was refreshing to see “the girls being truly girls,” 
not as self-conscious as those who share classrooms 
with boys. If  progress means taking steps in the right 
direction toward our true end, then perhaps this 
traditional approach to formation is more progressive 
than we think.
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Bellarmine Renovations and Expansion

In his encyclical on Christian education, Divini Illius 
Magistri, Pope Pius XI made the Church’s position 

regarding co-education very clear:  “. . . in keeping 
with the wonderful designs of the Creator,” men and 
women “are destined to complement each other in 
the family and in society, precisely because of their 
differences, which therefore ought to be maintained 
and encouraged during their years of formation, 
with the necessary distinction and corresponding 
separation. These principles . . . must, in accordance 
with Christian prudence, be applied to all schools, 
particularly in the most delicate and decisive period 
of formation, that, namely, of adolescence; and in 
gymnastic exercises and deportment, special care must 
be had of Christian modesty in young women and 
girls. . . .”   In our ongoing effort to provide all of our 
students with a thoroughly Catholic environment, 
we have over the years, with the generosity of our 
benefactors, been able to separate increasingly the 
boys and the girls.  The renovation and expansion 
of Bellarmine, the primary classroom building of the 
Girls’ School, will further facilitate our compliance 
with Church teaching, particularly in regard to the 

distinction and separation of the Girls’ School from 
the Boys’ School.

Nearly 100 years old, Bellarmine was hailed 
at its dedication in 1926 as a “beautiful new 
classroom building,” a “magnificent piece of modern 
architecture. . .of fire-proof construction,” built 
by an alumnus, George P. Reintjes, and funded by 
donations to the Diamond Jubilee Endowment 
Campaign. After the Society of St. Pius X acquired 
the property, restoration workers set up shop in the 
basement of Bellarmine because they found it in 
relatively good condition, though it had been vacant 
for nearly twenty years.  From the very beginning of 
SMA, Bellarmine, for the most part, has been used by 
the Girls’ School, though for many years the boys of 
the lower school, kindergarten through fourth grade, 
also had classrooms there.   Recent renovations of 
other buildings, primarily used by the Boys’ School, 
created enough classroom space for all the boys down 
the hill. Most of the basement of Bellarmine continues 
to serve as the cafeteria for the entire campus, the rest 
was recently redesigned into classroom space for the 
art department.

Bellarmine Hall, constructed in 1925, is the primary classroom building for the Girls’ School. Renovation plans include a chapel, 
as well as a teacher’s lounge and bathroom. New construction adjacent to Bellarmine will provide much needed classrooms, a 
field house, and a stage for performances.
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Conceptual Designs of the Bellarmine Annex

Bellarmine Hall

Annex Classrooms

Annex Gym

East Side of the Annex

North Side of the Annex

Our master plan includes building a new field 
house adjacent to Bellarmine that will not only 
provide a basketball court-sized gym for the girls but 
also classroom, storage, and  performance spaces for 
domestic and fine arts, drama, and music, as well as 
a science lab, and classrooms for girls in kindergarten 
through second grade.  All Girls’ School classes, 
K-12, will then be divided into two sections, which 
are more manageable for teachers and more effective 
in instruction and learning.  Close to the playground, 
the new lower-school rooms will comprise a separate 
wing of the building, with access to the gym and 

its own designated drop-off and pick-up zone.  A 
causeway will connect the field house to Bellarmine, 
which will be renovated to include a chapel for the 
girls, a teachers’ lounge and restroom, and an office 
suite for the principal and his secretary on the main 
floor.  Outside and to the north of the new building, 
with the water tower removed and the road rerouted 
and paved, the grounds will be improved and 
expanded into two fields for P.E. and other outdoor 
activities.  The area between Bellarmine and the field 
house will be a landscaped courtyard.  
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Conceptual Floorplan for
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the Bellarmine Annex
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Bellarmine Renovations and Annex 

from the Teachers' Perspectives
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A Girls' School Chapel

The addition of a chapel to the Girls’ School is long overdue. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the center of any educational institution worthy of the 

name. Furthermore, prayer and contemplation are natural consequences 
of reading and study, so a chapel in the girls’ main classroom building 
will encourage spontaneous prayer and devotion. On a more practical 
level, the chapel will allow teachers and students to visit Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament during the school day. It is our hope that the chapel 
be not merely another room in the floor plan, but the center and focal 
point of the Girls’ School, setting the tone for education here for many 
years to come.

Fr. Stephen Reid 
Principal of the Girls' School
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More Rooms for Smaller Classes

Student-to-teacher ratio impacts the quality of education. The 
demands and disruptions of a classroom of 30 to 40 children hinder 

us from giving each child the time and attention he or she needs. We 
want simultaneously to assist students who struggle and challenge those 
who excel. We achieve these objectives more effectively in a smaller class 
because in this setting the teacher knows the students better and can 
adjust lessons to the particular needs and capabilities of individuals, 
providing one-on-one help when necessary. With more attention from 
the teacher, each child can be more fully engaged, stimulated, and 
challenged in the pursuit of excellence.

Miss Catherine Janacaro
Teacher of Third Grade Girls
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Weekly activity-period events, physical education classes, and 
fundraiser rallies are just a few of the many occasions that 

require spaces large enough to accommodate 200 students or more at a 
time, creating quite a challenge for event organizers, particularly when 
juggling multiple gatherings of that size simultaneously. A gym with 
locker rooms, dedicated exclusively for the Girls’ School, will not only 
help with management of large group events, but also enhance the girls’ 
P.E. program, which includes aerobics, archery, volleyball, and other 
indoor sports, all critical for their well-rounded education. The planned 
location for the girls’ gym in the Bellarmine annex will also permit us 
to implement additional extracurricular activities, House Competitions, 
and informal volleyball evenings for the girls.

A Gymnasium for the Girls

Miss Danielle Grieco
Teacher, Director of Girls' P.E. Program, House Mentor
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Currently, the girls share the only theater on campus with the Boys’ 
School, the College, and the parish, making it difficult to schedule 

adequate rehearsal time for their performance opportunities. A theater 
in the annex will provide storage space and a stage for the Girls’ School 
plays, House competitions, and concerts. More importantly, it will grant 
frequent access to the invaluable teaching tool of theater, in keeping with 
the tradition of the Jesuits here before us, who considered it essential to 
the education of Catholics.

A Theater for the Girls

Miss Therese McFarland 
Teacher, Director of Girls' Drama Club, House Mentor
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Imagine twenty-five girls taking turns at one large set of burners in 
the Sacred Heart League kitchen, while at the same time managing 

the use of only two convection ovens! Dividing them into teams of five 
or so, and rotating them through the kitchen positions—Head Chef, 
Sous Chef, Prep, and Clean up—given our current space limitation, 
doesn’t allow for more than one or two teams to work at the same time. 
Furthermore, because our current classroom is the parish kitchen, it is 
shared by many for funerals, weddings, and other events, precluding the 
students’ use of the facility for over-night food preparation. With a larger 
space and a kitchen designed specifically for teaching, we will make more 
efficient use of class time, allowing all of the girls to participate at various 
stations simultaneously.

A Specialty Classroom for Culinary Arts

Mrs. Valerie Bielinski 
Teacher of Culinary Arts
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The Immaculate's 
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New Pedestal
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For nearly fourteen decades the statue of the 
Immaculate Conception has held a prominent 

place at the entrance to campus.  When St. Mary’s was 
a Jesuit College, the statue stood above the main door 
of the faculty building, the current administration 
building.  After the College became a theologate, the 
Jesuits built Our Lady’s Circle, as we know it today, 
the primary entrance to campus, and placed the 

The statue of Our Lady presided over the entrance to the Jesuit Faculty Building from 1880 until the construction of Our Lady’s 
Circle, where she stands today.  

statue on a stone pedestal at its center.
Over the years the mortar in the original 

pedestal deteriorated, so the Facilities Department 
collaborated with the Brothers of the Society for the 
design of a new one. Local craftsmen constructed the 
crown molding and laid the stone, completing the 
project entirely with donated materials and volunteer 
labor.

Our Lady's Circle as it appeared when the SSPX purchased the campus in 1978.
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Years ago, when the bottom of Our Lady's statue had rusted, 
the Jesuits covered the base, from the hem of robe down, 
with a cement globe.  

The repainted statue was set upon the pedestal and a new 
globe was poured at her feet.

Local artisans donated their talents and time to construct a 
beautiful pedestal with stone donated by a parishioner.

To remove the statue for repair, the old concrete was chiseled 
away.   In the process, the right foot was discovered,  then 
reattached to the statue, which now stands on a new globe.
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The focus of this Capital Campaign is to raise 
money for the new Bellarmine annex. For the 

past four decades, the work on campus has been 
centered on updating, maintaining, and repurposing 
existing buildings, such as repairing or replacing the 
roofs of Canisius, Bellarmine, Jogues, and Coppens, 
and renovating the first floor of McCabe, the second 
floor of Canisius, and the west side of Jogues—all into 
classrooms. Now, after nearly 100 years, planning for 
the construction of a new building on campus has 
begun.

While the construction of the Bellarmine annex 
is not planned for this summer, the maintenance and 
upkeep of campus facilities continues. The principal 
projects for this summer, with the exception of the 
Loyola roof, are relatively minor but necessary.

In addition to the new pedestal for the statue, the 
kiosk at the foot of the stairs leading up from Our 
Lady’s Circle to Bellarmine needs to be repaired. The 
original stonework will be preserved, but the wood in 
the roof and the sides has rotted. The final project will 
be a more enclosed kiosk, functioning as a visitors’ 
center with a map of campus and some details of its 
history. The additional stone for the kiosk has been 
donated by the Academy class of 2020.

In order to split classes in the girls’ high school, 
several of the lower school classes will move down 

An Overview of this Summer's Projects
the hill temporarily, until the annex is built. Over the 
summer, Bellarmine Hall will be renovated to include 
a bathroom for faculty and staff members, as well as a 
large teachers’ lounge.

The process of reroofing campus buildings 
continues this summer with Loyola, primarily the 
dormitory for women who are either students in 
the College or teachers in the Academy. DaVinci 
synthetic slate will be used to resurface the roof of 
Loyola, rather than steel.

On the lower campus, work has begun in the 
boys’ locker room to transform part of it into an 
exercise and fitness center to be used not only by 
student athletes, but also by priests, faculty, and other 
personnel at separate designated times for different 
groups.

The most important task for the summer is 
restoration of the building envelopes, which maintain 
a separation between the controlled environment 
indoors the elements outdoors. Over time, as wood 
rots or mortar crumbles—the normal effects of 
weather—the envelope begins to fail. To restore the 
envelopes, the integrity of the outer walls is essential, 
so maintenance crews will patch crevices and cracks 
in the mortar, replace faulty drainage systems, and 
repair rotting wood and other deterioration on our 
many century-old buildings.

Part of the locker room is being renovated into a fitness and exercise center.





St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc. 
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu


