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The Heart of SMA: Our Teachers
Dr. Matthew Childs, Executive Director

T

eachers are critical to our mission here at St. Mary’s
Academy. We exist for our students, but we only
achieve our goals through our staff of extraordinarily
dedicated teachers and teaching assistants. We
in
administration—
our
leaders,
“front
office,” secretaries, and
monitors—do our best
to provide the resources
and set the conditions for
safety and success, but
our teachers and their
assistants are on the front
lines of our ongoing
battle to present truth
and beauty in confused
and troubling times.
I
have
often
wondered if we can
win this fight, or if it is
even possible to engage
in such a monumental
conflict with all that
is arrayed against us.
Whenever that dark
cloud approaches, I take
a walk around campus
and simply look at and
listen to what is going
on. I watch the young teachers playing dodge ball
with their grade school boys, the teachers, by all
appearances as happy as the children; I listen outside
the music room door; I marvel at the jump rope skill
of our Bellarmine recess crowd; I look into the art

rooms, where works of real beauty are in the making;
I hear phonograms, math facts, and lines of Homer,
Shakespeare, and Longfellow; I look into the science
lab as goggled and aproned experimenters see for
themselves the reality of
the laws and order God
has put into His creation.
I see genuine innocence,
beauty, and joy, rays of
light that break through
the clouds of doubt; and
I know it is all happening
because there is a teacher
with every one of those
children,
encouraging
that innocence, presenting
that beauty, and eliciting
that joy.
What follows are four
teacher profiles, necessarily
condensed because of
space constraints, to give
you some sense of what it
means to be a teacher here
at St. Mary’s Academy.
We cannot introduce you
to our entire team of over
one hundred, so we have
asked several teachers of
different backgrounds, subject areas, and experience
levels to give us a glance into their worlds in this and
future issues of the Crusader, so you can meet our
children’s guides.

Words from the Rector
Dear Friends and Benefactors,

When we think of a school, the children or
perhaps even the buildings first come to mind. Yet
the real heart of every school is its teaching staff. As
the headmaster’s representatives in the classroom,
the teachers have an essential role in guiding young
minds and hearts to see and to love as God intended
them to do.

influence will greatly affect the future of society?
Especially in times that favor professions linked with
business and production, it is easy to overlook those
who dedicate their lives to produce what is largely
immaterial and objectively unquantifiable. Yet even
the materialist atheist, Vladimir Lenin, recognized
the significance of the teacher when he claimed that
if he only had four years to teach children, no one
According to St. John Chrysostom, no painter, would be able to uproot the seeds that he had planted
sculptor, or artist can be compared to the man who in them.
knows how to form the minds and hearts of the
young. In practice, this noble profession means a
So, I want to highlight in this letter the importance
heavy responsibility for teachers who must present of teachers and to ask for your support of those who
their material, maintain order and discipline in classes have sacrificed much to work in our schools. Many of
of sometimes more than thirty students, and find them could be doing more lucrative work elsewhere,
pedagogical methods to inflame young people with but because they are devoted to the mission of the
a love for truth. At the end of each school day, the SSPX and to Catholic education, they give themselves
teachers’ tasks are not complete because they must to this profession. Do we do our part to hold teachers
communicate with parents, prepare lessons, grade in high regard? Do we propose education as a noble,
papers, and continue professional training. Like worthwhile profession to our children? Do we show
good parents, the best teachers rarely stop working respect for teachers as true masters of their trade
for their students.
who have dedicated years to develop a profound
knowledge of their field of study? Supporting our
We all appreciate the important work of priests teachers will lead to a revival of Catholic schools,
and religious who are generally supported by the which historically have been the leaders in both
faithful because “the laborer is worthy of his hire.” intellectual and moral education.
But do we sometimes forget that the teacher holds
a place close to the religious vocation, and that his
In order to do our part in this mission, we will
set aside a portion of the proceeds of our
annual fundraiser to create a designated
fund for our teachers, a resource to grow
over the years to help make education a
truly viable profession. While we know that
the needs exceed the means everywhere,
we hope that you might be able to support
those whom we can truly call the beating
hearts of our schools.
In the Sacred Heart,

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

Bringing the Classics to Life: Mr. William Dredger

F

“I like reflecting with students about the great ideas
captured in Western literature and witnessing that ‘light
bulb’ moment when a student comprehends a concept or
feels confident in translating a passage.”

or twenty-five years, Mr. William Dredger has
been teaching at SMAC. After graduating from
SMC in 1984 with a B.A. in Liberal Arts, Mr. Dredger
spent three years at the seminary in Ridgefield, CT,
during which time he worked at the SSPX summer
camps, an experience that he says drew him to “the
noble ideal of educating young men and women, seeing
them do wonderful things with the right inspiration
and example.” He was invited to teach at SMAC, but
he chose to take advantage of a unique opportunity
at the boarding school Ecole La Peraudiere near Lyon,
France, teaching English, helping with gymnastique,
as well as supervising the dormitory and study hall,
and helping in the cuisine. When two priests and
headmasters of the U.S. District asked him to come
back and teach, he deemed it God’s will to return to
SMAC. With a M.A. in Classical Languages, Mr.
Dredger currently teaches Latin IV to the high school
seniors, both boys and girls, Latin III and Latin I to
the boys, and 7th grade history to the girls. He also
assists the music department with the 11th and 12th
grade boys’ classes. Over the years he has taught
grades 5-8, Latin I and II in the College, and music in
the high school. He has been a soccer coach and has,
in the past, served as Dean of Students and Director
of the Schola and Choir.

SMC Prepares Future Teachers
At SSPX schools around the country, St. Mary’s
College graduates can be found among the
faculty. At St. Mary’s Academy 43 teachers are
SMC alumni.

Planting Seeds in the Children’s Garden:
Miss Amy Simpliciano

K

indergarten teacher, Miss Amy Simpliciano, has discovered at SMA that “Teaching at a school with
a M.A. in Education and over twenty years of such a beautiful history is a privilege. . . . From the
experience as an educator, including 13 years here at early missionary founders to the SSPX ‘pioneers’ who
SMA. Just prior to coming to St. Marys she taught brought the schools back to life, I am walking in the
for six years at Our Lady of the Angels Academy in footsteps of great Catholic educators.”
Arcadia, CA, a time that she describes as her teaching
In addition to teaching two groups of
“novitiate,” during which she was “formed as a Catholic kindergarteners, one class in the morning and the
school teacher by an amazing priest-principal and an second in the afternoon, she also tutors students
extraordinarily talented
after school and recently
team of colleagues.” A
organized library time
certified public-school
when children may read
teacher with a B.A. in
aloud with volunteers.
Child Development, she
Every
spring
she
came well-prepared for
chaperones
students
the job, having worked
to storefronts to raise
already as a substitute
money for SMA during
teacher in the Los
the annual fundraiser, an
Angeles Unified School
extracurricular activity
District, and as a teacher’s
that she considers an
assistant at a school for
opportunity for students
children with severe
to
practice
public
emotional difficulties.
speaking and other social
In the process of earning
skills, while fortifying
her teaching credential
virtue and supporting
in
the
Accelerated
the school. She has
Collaborative Teacher
often spent her summer
Preparation
(ACT)
vacation teaching and
program at California
directing science day
State University she
camps for a nonprofit
worked in an elementary
group in California.
school special education
While administrator,
”The children are the best part about teaching. In
kindergarten, the children are full of wonder and delight at
class and supported high
class size, and curriculum
simple
things
and
at
each
new
discovery.
Their
hearts
are
school students with
changes at SMA over
open and ready to love, so what we present to them and
special needs.
the years have been
how we present it is so important!”
After
six
years
difficult at times, Miss
teaching grades three to six at Our Lady of the Angels Simpliciano finds being so far from family her greatest
Academy, she decided to seek a position at SMA, at challenge, so she is grateful for school vacation time
the urging of a priest, for the challenges of teaching for visiting home throughout the year.
at a larger school and the opportunity to participate
A typical school day starts early for Miss
more fully in the liturgy in a truly Catholic town. Simpliciano because little children require many
Despite her reluctance to move halfway across the hands-on activities; sorting counters, cutting out
country, far from family and friends, by the grace of patterns, or preparing an art project must be done
God she found the courage to relocate to St. Marys. before the morning students begin arriving at 8 a.m.
Continuing to work alongside the priests and sisters and the teaching begins. With little ones, nearly every
in the mission of Catholic education, she also moment is a learning opportunity, from practicing

good manners when greeting the teachers and
hanging one’s coat properly, to finding a game to play
or a puzzle to assemble, all are chances to set clear,
consistent standards and expectations for the students.
Kindergarteners have lessons in religion, language
arts (themes, poetry, handwriting, phonics, reading),
math, nature study, and art. After the morning session
ends at 11:30 a.m., Miss Simpliciano and her aide
clean up and reset the classroom for the afternoon
students who begin to arrive at 12:20. Although the

lessons are simple and repeated in the afternoon, the
responses of a different set of students always keep
the material interesting. When the afternoon class is
dismissed at 3:30, clean up and preparation for the
next day begins. Evenings and weekends are spent
on bigger projects, such as designing a new bulletin
board, making a new game or art project, putting
together costumes for a class play, preparing writing
exercises in student notebooks, or checking their
work and communicating with parents.

Cultivating Wonder in the Boys’ School:
Miss Emily Fabula

T

hird grade boys’
A typical day for
teacher,
Emily
Miss Fabula begins in the
Fabula, SMC class of
classroom at about 7:50
2013, is also a Residential
a.m. when she prepares
Interior Designer with
herself for the boys’
the Designer Society of
arrival at 8:10 so that she
America.
A graduate
can enjoy a few minutes
of Blessed Virgin Mary
outside with them before
Academy in Syracuse, NY,
lineup. Then the “real
she came to St. Mary’s for
day,” as she describes it,
college and decided to stay
begins: “Diving into new
because she appreciated
topics, throwing bean
the community and the
bag birds for math facts,
access to the liturgy. After
juggling make-up work...
graduation, her experience
[and], in between, trying
at SMA as an aide for an
to give each student the
energetic teacher who
attention he needs, are
was able to instill in her
just a few of the things
fourth graders a thirst for
that keep me on my toes
learning, inspired Miss
until the boys pack up
Fabula to seek a position
at the end of the day.”
managing
her
own
Another hour or so after
classroom. Watching an
school is spent grading
“The thing that I enjoy the most about teaching is being
there to see the light of wonder and excitement come
experienced
dedicated
student work and tidying
into
a
child’s
eyes
as
he
first
comes
into
contact
with
teacher draw students
up for the next day. On
something he’s never really seen or understood before.
from ignorance to what
the weekends, especially
The sparkle of that wonder and the life that comes with
it is priceless."
she describes as “aha!”
Saturday afternoons, she
moments, revealed to her
makes time to strategize
a joy she hoped to experience herself.
and gather materials for the week ahead.
A homeroom teacher since the fall of 2014,
Her greatest challenge as a teacher is meeting each
she taught third grade girls for three years, then child at his own ability level in order to give every
transferred to the Boys’ School. She has also taught student exactly what he needs.
high school girls P.E.

Inspiring Hearts to Love the Truth:
Mr. Andrew Clarendon

”The best part about teaching is when a young mind falls
in love with some aspect of the truth for the first time. To
see souls mature and grow in a healthy, human, and even
supernatural way is both rewarding and humbling.”

A

fter serving our country as a U.S. Naval Officer
on surface ships, Mr. Andrew Clarendon has
been teaching for SSPX schools for over thirteen
years. One of the founding faculty members and
the English Department Head of Notre Dame de La
Salette Academy in Olivet, IL, Mr. Clarendon taught
there for five years before moving his growing family
to St. Marys. “We moved to Saint Marys for the
parish and the school,” he explains, and “it has been

my honor to contribute to maintaining this island of
tradition to which so many other Catholics do not
have access.” A graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy,
where he returned for a tour as an officer and a teacher
of freshman English, he earned a M.A. in English
literature at Catholic University. “Even as a student,”
Mr. Clarendon recalls, “I enjoyed learning with others
and was attracted to teaching. . . a vocation in which
one desires to pass on the truths one has received-as
Chaucer says of the Oxford cleric, ‘gladly would he
learn and gladly teach.’”
For over eight years he has taught literature
in both the Boys’ and the Girls’ Schools, and
occasionally other humanities courses for the boys,
including philosophy and Western civilization. At
the same time, he has taught in the College, both the
first and the second year literature courses, as well as
history when needed, and two upper-level seminars
in the humanities, during the days of the four-year
program. He has served in the Academy as English
Department Head and is currently Director of Boys’
School drama and a speaker for the McCabe Lecture
Series. A typical day for Mr. Clarendon includes
three periods of teaching, with class preparation and
grading in between, meetings after school, and more
grading evenings, weekends, and holidays. Spring is
Boys’ School drama season, which requires working
Wednesday afternoons and often on Saturdays, as
well. For Mr. Clarendon the biggest challenge at SMA
is the number of students, “a wonderful problem to
have,” he admits, “but there is only so much space in
the room and so much attention a teacher can give
to each student. . . . We pray, therefore, to ‘the Lord
of the harvest, that he send laborers into his harvest’”
(Lk. 10:2).

Credentials of the SMA Team include:

Doctorates:
Master’s Degrees:
Bachelor’s Degrees:
Associate’s Degrees:

8
13
20
31

Scenes from the Cair Paravel Fine Arts Festival
On February 28 and March 1, junior high and high school students from the Academy attended the Cair Paravel Fine Arts
Festival, hosted by Cair Paravel Latin School in Topeka. The students earned 86 superior ratings and 45 excellent ratings for
musical performances, poetry recitations, dramatic scenes, and art work.

Benjamin Merz and Edward Shaw play a scene from C.
S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.

A team of fifth graders turned a scene of Peter Pan into
radio theater.

Susanna Childs as Madeline Bassett and Carmen Stenek as
Bertie Wooster scored a superior rating in duet acting.

Bridget Dowd and Rita Archer presented a scene from
Oscar Wilde’s comedy The Importance of Being Ernest.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc.
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu

Senior Girls Visit State Capitol
Regina Klinges, SMA ’01, SMC ’04

T

he
subzero
temperatures
only added to the
adventure as the
SMA senior girls and
Fr. Patrick Rutledge
embarked upon a
trip to the Kansas
Statehouse
on
January 30. Father
and the students
began their day
with a guided tour
of the Statehouse.
As they viewed
notable frescos in the
rotunda, the guide
sang historic Kansas
songs to the students, who reciprocated by singing
the Kansas State song “Home on the Range.”
That morning Fr. Rutledge was the guest chaplain
of the House of Representatives at the request of Rep.
Francis Awerkamp (SMA ’99). The students joined
him in the House chambers to attend the morning
session. A hush fell over the Representative’s Hall
as Fr. Rutledge led the legislators in their morning
prayer, entreating God to enlighten them to make
just laws that will help their constituents to achieve
blessed lives here on earth and in eternity.
After the session, Fr. Rutledge blessed the
offices of Rep. Awerkamp and those of some of his

fellow
Catholic
lawmakers. Rep.
Awerkamp treated
the students to
lunch,
followed
by a visit to his
office where he
answered the girls’
questions
about
the challenges of
being a Catholic
legislator today.
Mary Brown
(SMA ’14), Rep.
Awerkamp’s
Legislative Office
Assistant, showed
the girls more sites
in the Statehouse, including the view of the Capitol
Rotunda from the fourth floor balcony, which the
girls found stunning. They shared their joy at the site
and took advantage of the superb acoustics by singing
Gustav Holst’s “I Vow to Thee, My Country.” They
were rewarded with an appreciative round of applause
from lobbyists and lawmakers who happened to hear
them sing.
After lunch, Fr. Rutledge and the girls climbed
the 296 steps to the top of the Statehouse dome
where they enjoyed a panoramic view of northeast
Kansas, a sight the girls deemed well worth the climb.

