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An Interview with Fr. Reid, Girls’ School Principal
CRUSADER: Where did 
you receive your education, 
and how did it lead you to 
the priesthood?

FR. REID: Growing up I 
attended school in just about 
every possible educational 
setting imaginable:  diocesan 
Catholic schools, public 
school, a charter school, 
and homeschool. My last 
two years of  high school 
were at Notre Dame de La 
Salette Academy.  Soon after 
graduating, I entered the 
SSPX seminary in Winona, 
MN, and was ordained 
in 2015.  I suppose this 
“smorgasbord” of  education 
did impress upon me the 
importance of  stability, which was lacking in my own 
educational experience until  I began attending La Salette, 
where I received much of  the formation that made it 
possible for me to persevere, by the grace of  God, to the 
priesthood.

CRUSADER: What work or author has significantly 
influenced you? 

FR. REID: I cannot really say that there is one particular 
work that has been an especially notable influence in 
my life—except for Sacred Scripture and the Liturgy, 
of  course.  I do recall being affected, as a junior in high 
school, by the story recounted in the book He Leadeth Me.  
I was particularly struck by the stubborn persistence of  
Fr. Walter Ciszek that was slowly transformed, through 

the crucible of  suffering in 
Soviet labor camps, into a 
keen awareness of  Divine 
Providence.  There is much 
to be learned in this story 
for the modern-day apostle 
struggling because of  crises 
in the Church and in the 
world. 

CRUSADER: What 
positions or apostolates 
have you had as a 
priest?  How have they 
prepared you to lead the 
Girls’ School?

FR. REID: I was first 
assigned to Immaculate 
Conception Priory and 
Academy in Post Falls, ID, 
where I helped in the boys’ 

school and with the Catholic Cadet program, which 
existed there at the time.  That year in Idaho was my first 
real exposure to forming youth and was foundational 
in many ways.  From Post Falls I was transferred to 
Browerville, MN, where I took charge of  the chapels 
and schools in St. Cloud and Belle Plaine for three years 
before coming to St. Marys.  

The apostolate in Minnesota was certainly most beneficial 
when it came to hands-on experience: running two 
schools and parishes remotely was no easy task!  It gave 
me a good taste of  everything, more or less, that a priest 
normally deals with, and helped me to get a grasp of  the 
schools in the U.S. district—the vision and goals of  this 
crucial apostolate—albeit on a much smaller scale than in 
St. Marys. (continued p. 3)
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Words from the Rector

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Sacred Heart,

Recently, people have expressed to me their 
surprise that SMA offers a dormitory for boarders, 
given the large number of students who live in or near 
St. Marys.  The steady flow of families moving to St. 
Marys continues, bringing more new students every 
year to our already crowded classrooms.  Therefore, 
at the end of this academic year, we will no longer 
offer boarding for students, though we acknowledge 
the significance of dormitory living in the history and 
development of SMA.

For many years  in the early days of SMAC, 
dormitories, one for the boys and another for the 
girls, made it possible to fill student rosters and to 
provide a Catholic education for students from all 
over the country and from around the world, where 
schools had not yet developed.  As the Dominicans 
began opening schools in the U.S. over a decade 
ago, the Girls’ School dormitory here was closed, 
providing much needed space for the young ladies 
of the College.  Our boys’ dorm continued to be a 
haven for young men of many families, even from 
other countries, who could not move to St. Marys 
but had no other options for boarding schools in 

the U.S.  Now, given the progress of our Society all 
over the country, the demand for boarding boys here 
has also diminished, as more schools elsewhere are 
offering educational opportunities for day students 
and boarders.

Archbishop Lefebvre hoped that St. Mary’s would 
become a place of Catholic renaissance in the U.S., 
pointing out in the 1980’s that it is “one of the few 
places in the world where our youth can receive a 
proper traditional Catholic education.” His desire 
for St. Mary’s was a parish day school, filled with 
students from families living and working here, 
contributing daily to the rebirth of a thoroughly 
Catholic community—which is exactly how our 
apostolate has developed.

So, as we sing a requiem for our Boys’ School 
dorm, we are not diminishing at all our mission of 
Catholic education; rather, we are focusing more 
effectively on our own prolific growth. The many 
boarders for whom the SMA dorm was the only 
option for a Catholic education in the pioneer 
days of Tradition, may well reminisce about their 

experiences as students here, and perhaps 
even feel a little sadness as this chapter of our 
history closes.  But one thing that we have 
learned since Fr. Verreydt, S.J., first came and 
founded St. Mary’s in 1848, is that the focus of 
the apostolate changes—initially a mission,  it 
became a college,  then a Jesuit seminary,  and 
now an entire parish community, with schools 
for boys and girls, in addition to the college—
so we must continue to adapt,  following the 
hand of Providence from year to year.

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

For over forty years St. Mary’s Academy served as a home for 
hundreds of boarding students.  Thirteen of them are now 
priests of the Society of St. Pius X, including two of the boys 
in this photo, Fr. Daniel Chavarria (on the left) and Fr. Joseph 
Wood (in the center).  Fr. Wood is currently Principal of the  
SMA Boys’ School.
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“I really enjoy trying to explain difficult concepts from math 
and science in a way that is easily understandable.”

Clarifying Challenging Concepts: Mr. Devon McCarthy

CRUSADER: What spirit do you 
want to foster in the Girls’ School?  How do you plan 
to cultivate this spirit?

FR. REID: I would say the spirit of  a Catholic school can 
be expressed as a tangible simplicity wherein formation is 
a process, not merely conveying information, but causing 
each soul passing through its walls to develop a deep-
seated reliance upon God and His revelation. This process 
can only take place in an atmosphere of  Christian joy, 
which is a human expression of  God’s—fundamentally 
simple— presence in the Academy.

CRUSADER: What other objectives do you have for 
the Girls’ School?  How do you hope to achieve these 
objectives?

FR. REID: At this point I would like to see an emphasis 
on discipline in the school that comes from a real 
perception by the faculty and students of  belonging to 

something larger than themselves. We ought to be a kind 
of  family, with our own particular characteristics and 
language, which we develop through the spirit program. 
Allied to this discipline there must be a natural levity, not 
the kind that dissipates, but one that gives all the persons 
and procedures in the school an ease and familiarity.

We understand well that boys are meant to be disciplined 
and tough, but these qualities are often overlooked in 
the education of  girls, which potentially risks forming 
women who are weak-willed and selfish, the completely 
perverse image of  femininity presented by the media. 
Womanhood is not simply the negation of  virile qualities, 
but something positive in itself, requiring great strength 
and courage, as we see illustrated in the life of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, standing at the foot of  the cross. I would 
like to emphasize this aspect of  feminine nature in the 
formation we offer at the Academy because I feel it is 
particularly important today.

One of a growing number of SMA faculty 
members who are also alumni, Mr. 

Devon McCarthy (SMA ’06, SMC ’10) has 
been proving his dedication to his alma mater 
in the classroom for ten years, including three 
years in the College.  

After graduating from SMC in 2010, 
which at that time was a four-year program that 
included two years of teacher training, Devon 
attended Kansas State University where he 
studied Physics Education, and earned a B.S.  
in Physics, preparing him well for his current 
duties in the Boys’ and the Girls’ Schools, 
teaching both Physics and Chemistry classes, as 
well as Pre-Calculus in the Boys’ School, and 
Calculus in the College.  Over the course of 
his Academy career he has also taught Biology, 
Earth Science, Algebra I and II, Geometry, 
U.S. History, Latin, and P.E.  

“Seeing students struggle . . . and work hard until they 
finally understand . . . is very rewarding,” says McCarthy, 
who enjoys the challenge of explaining difficult concepts.  
Managing all the different ability levels in large classes is 
for McCarthy the most difficult part of teaching at SMA, 

which in his classes involves “keeping the more advanced 
students challenged without losing the students who are 
struggling.”  

Outside of the classroom, McCarthy serves his alma 
mater as Assistant Coach of the baseball team.

(Fr. Reid, continued)
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Another Academy alum dedicated and generous to her 
alma mater is Girls’ School English and Latin teacher, 

Dr. Regina Klinges (SMA ‘00, SMC ‘02), who turned 
down a full four-year scholarship to Catholic University 
to attend instead St. Mary’s College, where she earned 
her A.A. in Liberal Arts.  After two more years of study 
at Washburn University she received her B.A. in English 
Literature, and went on to Kansas University Law School, 
graduating in 2007 and passing the Kansas Bar Exam on 
her first try.  

Determined to “make the world a better place” 
through the legal profession, while still in law school Dr. 
Klinges became active in politics and later worked on a 
gubernatorial campaign for Jim Barnett and served as a 
Kansas Senate staff intern for Tim Huelskamp. While 
working for the Kansas Republican Party, she was offered 
a staff position in the D.C. office of  U.S. Senator Pat 
Roberts.  “Teaching,” she admits, “was the last profession 
in the world that I wanted to pursue.” At the time it seemed 
“mundane and unchallenging,” especially compared to 
the work of a legislator, which she recalls seeing as the 

Heeding the Call to the Classroom: Dr. Regina Klinges, J.D.

“Each day in the classroom is an exciting new adventure through which I am 
privileged to guide young Catholics to know and to love Truth through the 
great works of Western literature.”

opportunity “to reframe the ever 
mutable legislation of this country 
to align with God’s unchanging 
law” and to help others in need, 
“like St. Thomas More or St. Yves 
of Brittany who took on pro bono 
cases for the elderly and poor 
women and children.”  A phone 
call from a fellow SMA alumna, 
then Mother Prioress at St. 
Dominic’s in Post Falls, ID, who 
was looking for an English and 
Latin teacher for a Dominican 
school in Australia, was the 
impetus for a complete change of 
heart.  

On three college retreats 
Dr. Klinges had been urged to 
try a vocation with the teaching 
Dominicans, so after considering 
her friend’s appeal with much 
prayer and counsel, she decided to 
“check out” teaching.  She recalls 
wanting to see if she could “build 

a case against being a teacher,” but the moment that Dr. 
Klinges stepped into the 11th grade girls’ Latin class she 
fell in love with the profession and has been teaching now 
for twelve years.   While teaching in Australia she earned 
a graduate diploma in Elementary Education and her 
teaching credential, and began another graduate school 
program, which she recently completed to receive an 
M.A. in English Literature.  

Over the course of her teaching career, Dr. Klinges 
has taught, primarily, English, Religion, and Latin on 
three continents, which has given her a deep appreciation 
for her alma mater where “our Catholic Faith unites us 
(faculty, students, and administrators)—into one learning 
community—into one family.” 

“I tell my friends who teach at other schools around 
the world that we have the best students in all of Catholic 
tradition here in St. Marys....They are not perfect, yet 
nowhere else in the world have I found students so 
eager for the Truth, so zealous and hard-working, and so 
charitable-may they go forth and shine as lights in this 
dark world!”
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Robert Wyer teaches the art of building shelters with materials 
available in one’s surroundings.

At the beginning of 
the current school 

year, a new element of 
formation became part 
of the curriculum for 
boys grades six through 
eight.  Itinerarium 
(“journey”) is an 
outdoor program that 
meets once a week 
in a block of two 
consecutive periods 
for sixth graders,  and 
three for seventh and 
eighth graders.  A 
camp area, nestled in 
the trees along College 
Creek on the St. Mary’s 
campus, provides the 
setting for observation 
of the natural order 
and acquisition of 
bushcraft skills.  Itinerarium concentrates on awareness, 
natural history, and wilderness living.

It takes effort—and slowing down—to become 
more aware, but learning to exercise the senses, to notice 
sometimes subtle changes, is key to becoming not only 
a better woodsman but a better human being.  Vacate et 
videte—“Be still and know that I am God.”  Knowledge 
begins in wonder, the recognition of what we do not 
know or understand, but this recognition requires being 
quiet (both inside and out) long enough to see, feel, hear, 
taste, and smell what is there.  The first part of each class 
finds the boys at their “sit spots,” a place chosen by them 
the first day of class, a spot where intimate and prolonged 
knowledge of one place through the seasons gives rise to 
questions that help put the boys in tune with the rhythms 
of the world God is continually renewing.

Natural history, an old pre-scientific discipline aimed 
at familiarity with local plants, animals, weather, rocks, 
and stars, grounds the boys in their own “neighborhood.”  
Learning to ask questions about the things they notice, 
sketching in their class journals, and “making friends” 
with field guides offer direction for time in the outdoors.  
The white circle around the robin’s eye, the taste of 
hackberries pulled from a tree, the circular shape of the 

New Program Develops Observation and Outdoor Skills

bobcat’s four-toed 
track, even the stinging 
cold of a winter wind—
everything created 
becomes a delightful 
step along the path to 
knowing the Creator.  
Each class begins with 
the chanting of the 
“Canticle of the Three 
Boys” from the Book 
of Daniel, providing 
context for all that 
follows—a vision of 
man’s place in the 
created order, which 
culminates in a cosmic 
hymn of praise.

Being at home 
in the woods and 
knowing how to use 
what nature provides 

in order to live—not merely to survive in the event of 
a disaster—builds self-confidence and self-reliance.  
Practicing the four primary crafts of providing the basic 
necessities of shelter, fire, water, and food, boys learn 
the fundamentals of survival.  A number of benchmark 
skills measure growth: building debris huts, making fire 
with different means, fashioning wooden bowls and 
spoons, becoming adept at the use and care of a simple 
knife, securing safe drinking water, harvesting game with 
primitive weapons and traps, and tracking animals and 
humans.

The journey of three years in Itinerarium is only a part 
of each boy’s lifetime journey to eternity—only a part of 
the academic, spiritual, and physical education boys in 
St. Mary’s Academy receive, but a Catholic man ought 
to know certain things—he ought to know great stories 
and poems, recognize some Latin in the liturgy, sing with 
heart and soul, appreciate beauty in artful making, know 
how the history of the world is the history of Providence 
saving souls, be adept at handling numbers, and grasp 
scientific principles…and perhaps how to skin and cook 
a cottontail over a fire made in the middle of the woods 
beneath a star-studded night sky.  Benedicite, omnia opera 
Domini, Domino!

by Robert Wyer, MA
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Mr. David Kleinsmith was a housefather at SMA from 1983 
until retiring in 2011. “Mr. K.,” as he was called by the boys, 
was a truck driver when Fr. de la Tour, the Academy’s second 
rector, asked him to give up the road and to take up the role 
of “father” in the boys’ dormitory. He answered that call 
with Catholic generosity, dedicating himself to the boarder 
boys for twenty-seven years. By the mid-1990s, as the head 
housefather, he was maintaining a home-like atmosphere in 
the dormitory, training assistant housefathers, overseeing the 
boys’ daily schedules, as well as organizing outings and doctor 
appointments. He also served as campus photographer and 
assisted in the Academy administration office, performing a 
variety of tasks, such as maintaining student health records, 
keeping the campus calendar, and driving the bus.

Senior boarders of the class of ’84 (Gerard Kleinsmith, Joseph 
Berge, Rodney Hogan, and Mike Denke) dressed for success.

A few quick raps on the dormitory 
bedroom door, followed by the 

housefather’s “Benedicamus Domino!” 
rarely received an immediate response from 
inside the room.  A second “Benedicamus 
Domino!”  usually aroused a sleepy “Deo 
gratias,” to begin the day in the boys’ dorm 
at St. Mary’s Academy.  Morning prayers, 
followed by Mass, breakfast, and then 
school was the weekday routine when I 
was housefather from 2002 to 2006.

The dormitories of SMA opened 
with the school’s first full academic 
year in the fall of 1979.   Though the 
beginning population was small—fewer 
than twenty boarders—the number 
quickly grew as students from all over 
the United States, Canada, Mexico, and 
other countries across the globe—as far 
away as Australia—came to St. Marys for 
a Catholic education.  For forty years, St. 
Mary’s has been a home away from home 
for hundreds of youths.

When the dormitories opened in 
1979, the girls were housed in Suarez Hall 
and the boys in Loyola, until the summer 
of 1985 when Fr. de la Tour switched 
the building assignments so that the 
boys, living down the hill, as long-time 
housefather David Kleinsmith realized, 
“would have more access to the sacristy, to 
the gym, and to the quad.” This continued 
to be the boarding situation at SMA until 
the girls’ dormitory closed in 2010.

The boys’ dormitory remained a 
significant part of the Academy, because 
it was not merely a place to live, but a 
home, where every boy was a “brother.”  
There were operas and museums to see, 
Christmas trees to decorate, Nativity 
scenes (some with flowing water as 
streams and waterfalls) to build, campfires 
to gather around, bowling and a host of 
other activities to enjoy together.  Every 
day there was what some called “forced 
fun,” which was nothing more than the 

Farewell, Home 
by Patrick Murtha, MA,

Away from Home
former housefather, SMC ’04
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Dormitory living at SMA provided students ample opportunities 
to learn and to serve outside the classroom, including assisting 
with the preparation of mass mailings, cutting hair, and moving 
snow.

housefathers sending the rowdy boys 
outside to play football or soccer.  Every 
boy who lived in the dorm left with 
many tales to tell about that life: the 
daily-grind, the mischief and the pranks, 
the frustrations, the home-sickness, the 
long lasting friendships, the brotherhood 
among boarders, and the vocations that 
resulted from daily involvement with the 
liturgy and the priests.  

“I guess I would just say that the 
dorm was my adolescence,” said Fr. 
Joseph Wood, who lived in the dormitory 
from junior high through two years of 
college, “and I have a tremendous amount 
of gratitude towards Fr. Angles and Mr. 
Kleinsmith for some of the best and most 
formative years of my life—and some of 
my most cherished memories, too.”

By 1988 Suarez and Canisius housed 
as many as 65 boys, but from that time 
the number slowly decreased, and by 2005 
there were just over thirty.  The demand 
for boarding continues to diminish, and 
the constant growth of the day-student 
population makes maintaining the 
dormitory impractical.

After forty years of service to the 
Society’s mission of forming Catholic 
priests, religious, and fathers, the 
dormitory’s days draw to a close.  Every 
dorm boy—and housefather—will no 
doubt remember them with nostalgia, but 
he will also see in the closure the hand of 
Divine Providence. 

With graduations this June, St. Mary’s 
Academy ends this chapter of her story.  
That boyish laughter and mischief that 
once remained on campus after the rest 
of the students had gone home for the 
day, shall fall silent, along with the “lights 
out” call of the housefathers after night 
prayers. But the many voices, once boyish 
and now deepened, shall respond to this 
closing, in tune with Divine Providence, 
“Deo gratias!”

Farewell, Home 
by Patrick Murtha, MA,

Away from Home
former housefather, SMC ’04
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On the feast of St. Michael the parish hosted the 
profession ceremony of the Brothers of the Society 
of St. Pius X.  Two young men became novices, two 
brothers made their first vows, seven more renewed 
theirs, and one made his perpetual vows.

The Girls’ School drama club performed the musical 
My Fair Lady, starring senior Trinity Smalley as 
Liza Doolittle and sophomore Susanna Childs as 
Professor Higgins.

News in Pictures

This year’s high school Christmas concert featured several pieces accompanied by brass musicians from the 
Washburn University faculty.  The highlight of the evening was the performance of “Hallelujah,” from Handel’s 
Messiah, by the combined choir of the juniors and seniors of both the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools, directed by Dr.  
Andrew Childs.
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While visiting St. Marys, Fr. Henry Wuilloud, the 
District Superior of Africa, gave a presentation on 
life in Africa and the Society’s work there.

On the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, 850 
parishioners and students lined both sides of the 
main thoroughfare of St. Marys to pray the rosary 
together in reparation for the crime of abortion.

Fr. Jurgen Wegner presented the District’s “Plan-to-
Protect Policy,” establishing personnel procedures 
for prudent oversight of children and vulnerable 
adults.

Former Marine and member of “The Commandant’s 
Own,” U.S. Marine Drum & Bugle Corps, Mr. Edward 
Shaw organized a band, which made its debut at a 
Crusader basketball game.
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SMA Students Perform at the Cair Paravel Fine Arts Festival

Perhaps the most unique art competition is on-site 
drawing.  The student is presented an arrangement 
of still-life that he has not seen before to draw in a 
limited amount of time.

Readers’ Theatre requires the actors to dramatize 
a scene from a book using only their voices, facial 
expressions, and limited gestures, while facing the 
audience and without interacting with each other 
as on stage.

A new category of dramatic recitation this year 
was Choral Speaking, a feature of early Greek 
drama.  The students speak or chant primarily in 
unison with occasional solo, duet or small ensemble 
interjections throughout the performance.

As the festival has grown, so too has the variety 
of instrumental performances, which this year 
included a violin ensemble, guitarists, cellists, and 
French horn and trumpet players.

Every spring a convoy of buses transports students from the Academy to a fine arts festival in Topeka hosted by 
Cair Paravel Latin School.  At this two-day event students showcase individual and collective talents in art, drama, 
and music.  The top three ratings are Superior, Excellent, and Average.  Academy students participated in 128 
different events and received 69 Superior ratings, 42 Excellent ratings, and only 17 Average ratings.  
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Student Art

Leah Loura, SMA 2022

Nicholas Madrid, SMA 2020Trea Quain, SMA 2022

Mark Syrokosz, SMA 2020
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On September 26, 2019, the Crusaders of SMA Boys’ 
School witnessed the dedication of their new P.E. 

field to St. Isaac Jogues and to St. Maurice, both martyrs 
who sacrificed their lives to spread the fire of divine love.  
To begin the ceremony, we processed to the field while 
singing chants that have sounded in the Church for 
centuries. 

Several boys bore with them vessels containing dirt, 
some from the hills of New York where St. Isaac Jogues 
and the North American martyrs were tortured to death, 
and some from the old P.E. field where Fr. Bourbeau 
had spread dirt from the valley in Switzerland where St. 
Maurice and the Theban legion had shed their blood.  The 
vessels of dirt were emptied over the field as a symbol of 
the SMA Crusaders’ communion with the saints with 
every act we accomplish there in the spirit of camaraderie 
and self-discipline.

Each class carried its own torch, to symbolize both 
the theme of the year, “Carry,” and the beauty of uniting 

the valley of the Theban Legion with the hills of the 
North American martyrs and with the plains of the 
Crusaders.  The boys of SMA are here to carry on the 
legacy of Christian warriors, the sacrifice of generations, 
and the fire of divine love that set the world ablaze with 
the Catholic faith.  

At the rear of the procession was a cross, constructed 
and carried by the seniors, built to stand always at the 
head of the field as a reminder of the one flame from 
which all others are ignited.  When the procession arrived 
at the field, we all watched as Fr. Carlisle blessed the cross, 
and the seniors raised it.

As the seniors spread the dirt, each class carried a 
torch to light one of four beacons of wood constructed at 
each of the four corners of the field, vividly portraying our 
duty to carry the fire of Christ to the ends of the earth.  In 
that moment, the field, enriched by the relics of martyrs, 
aflame with pillars of light, and shadowed by the cross, 
became the image of an altar of sacrifice before God.

P.E. Fields Dedicated to Sts. Isaac Jogues and Maurice
by Gregory Goldade, SMA ’20


